





























rescued between them, ten survivors from a sinking
ship in a force nine gale.

The pilots hovered over the ship in turn, the
helicopters buffeted by the howling wind, the
winchmen battered against the ships hull while
fitting the harness onto the greatly relieved seamen.

By now, Elizabeth was on board the helicopter
so I activated my radio beacon to enable the crew
to locate me. Fifteen minutes later we were back at
Coltishall where Don, Dave and Elizabeth were
landed and I transferred from the main cabin to the
co-pilot’s seat next to lan in the cockpit.

Now it was the pilot’s turn to show off his skills.
Up we went again, down went the nose and we
sprinted for the far side of the airfield climbing to
500 feet. We wheeled right, left, turned into wind
and came to a hover. Down to twenty feet, still
hovering, sideways left, sideways right, then slowly
backwards. Again we hovered and pivotted around
the tail rotor. Forward again and climb to 500 feet.

Now for a simulated engine failure. Ian cut the
power and we drifted down on the flailing rotor
blades as if suspended on a giant parachute. When
we were only feet from the ground, Ian hauled back
the nose, opened the throttle and the machine
clawed back into the sky.

The demonstration over we hovered briefly
beside the runway as two Lightnings touched down.
One last hop and Ian settled us down gently on the
concrete pad, cut the engine and applied the rotor

brake bringing to an end what for me had been a
very memorable experience.

There are two R.A.F. Search and Rescue Squad-
rons Nos. 22 and 202 with **Flights’’, usually of two
aircraft, deployed at strategic points around the
coast of the United Kingdom.

22 Squadron ‘B Flight’ stationed at R.A.F. Colti-
shall in Norfolk has two Whirlwind helicopters used
primarily to recover military personnel from air
crashes. Of the many emergencies which occur,
military and civilian, ‘B Flight’ rescue on average
50 persons every year,

The jet powered Whirlwind has a maximum speed
of approximately 100 m.p.h. Depending on pre-
vailing weather conditions it has a flying duration of
two-and-a-quarter hours and uses fuel at the rate
of one gallon per mile.

It carries a three man crew plus a maximum of
six survivors.

There are four crews on ‘B Flight’ manning a 24
hour standby every day of the year. In an emergency,
time to scramble is only three minutes.

My ‘rescue’ by 22 Squadron ‘B Flight,” albell
in perfect weather conditions, demonstrated to m¢€
that it requires team work and precision by the
highly trained three man crew to make a successful
rescue. There are many people who owe their lives
to the skill of the men who operate those bright
yellow helicopters of the R.A.F. Search and Rescue
squadrons.

Before the flight, from left to right: Brian and his wife Susan, Master Signaller Dave Revill, Flight Lt. Don
Arnold and Flying Officer Ian Gliddon.
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Mr. C. S. S. BALDWIN

We regret to report on the
death of a former colleague, Mr.
Cecil S. S. Baldwin, who was
chief draughtsman at Head Office
prior to his retirement in 1967.

Ces. started work in the elec-
tricity supply industry with Man-
chester Corporation in the late
1920°s and became their senior
electrical draughtsman. In 1948
he went to work for the CEGB,
but moved over to MANWEB
twelve months later.

He was a keen caravaner, and
on his retirement, went to live in
Abergele.

We extend our sincere sym-
pathies to his widow and son.

Mr. T. L. RATCLIFFE

Another former colleague who
died a short time ago was Mr.
T. L. (Len) Ratcliffe, who until
his retirement in 1961, was
contracts engineer with the former
Runcorn District.

Len started his working life
as an apprentice with the Mersey
Power Company in 1912. During
the first world war he won the
Military Medal and was Men-
tioned in Despatches.

In the second world war he
served as a Captain in the Home
Guard.

Our condolances go out to his
two married daughters.

Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS

It is with deep regret that we
report on the tragic death of Mr.
Evan David Williams, one of our
linesmen in the Gwynedd Dis-
trict. Mr. Williams, known to
everyone as Dai, was accidentally
electrocuted when he was en-
gaged on repairing an overhead
line at Abersoch.

His workmates rushed to his
aid and gave him the kiss of life,
but to no avail.

Aged 42, Dai, who had been a
linesman for the past seven years,
joined MANWEB 21 years ago.

After leaving school, he started
work in the village post office
and later did his national service
with the Royal Engineers, spend-
ing most of his time in Hong
Kong. Shortly after returning to
civilian life, he joined MANWEB
to work with his late father.

He was always held in the
highest esteem by his colleagues
and for 14 years was an E. T.U.
shop steward at the Pwhelli
depot. Hewas also amember of the
local sub-committee of the Man-
ual Workers Benevolent Society
and was a former member of the
Works Committee.

Dai was a loyal member of St.
Pedrog’s Church and another of
his interests was golf, being a
popular member of the Abersoch
Golf Club, where he won many
trophies.

MANWEB colleagues atten-
ded the funeral and at the church
Messrs. Aaron Eynon, Idris O.
Roberts, John Rees Jones and
Arthur Spencer were the bearers
for the coffin.

Our sincere and heartfelt sym-
pathy is extended to Dai’s mother,
two brothers and four sisters.

Mr. A. M. RILEY

News of the death of the
Board’s Chief Internal Auditor,
Alec Murray Riley, following a
long illness and within a few
months of the date when he
would have officially retired, was
received with the deepest regret
by his many friends.

Alec Riley was a native of
Accrington, Lancashire. After
serving articles he occupied posts
of increasing seniority with the
Boroughs of Lowestoft, Graves-
end and Hemel Hempstead before
being appointed in 1940 as
Treasurer to Hoylake Urban
District Council. Early in 1948,
when the Board was in course of
formation, he was appointed
Accountant to the Board’s No.
1 Area, charged with the takeover
of electricity accounting previou-
sly administered by the impor-
tant Liverpool, Southport and

Formby undertakings.

No arrangement could have
better suited the self-reliance and
ebullience of Alec Riley. Pur-
suing the Board’s interest with
single-minded purpose, he quick-
ly welded the new formation into
an efficient team and his success
in achieving a record interval of
two to three days between meter
reading and billing became a
legend in Board history. After
one day on the Derby House
staff no newcomer was under
any illusion that he was in for a
quiet time. On the other hand,
many a member of the staff who
had smarted under the pressure
put upon him was to find that in
adversity Alec Riley was his
best friend.

On re-organisation, he took
on the duties of Chief Internal
Auditor to the Board. In a post
which required discretion and
tact, he showed all the under-
standing of the difficulties of line
staff, of which he was well aware
from his previous experience.

A great personality, a great
contributor to the Board’s de-
velopment: there will not be
many accountancy meetings when
some of us will not have a memory
of Alec Riley pounding the table
and making his point in his own
way. Our sympathies are with
Mrs. Riley and his son and
daughter, in our knowledge of
the person often unknown to the
family—the man outside the house.

A. P. Whyte.

Mr. J. P. CLEGG

Many of our older members of
the engineering staff at North
Mersey will be sorry to hear of
the death, a few weeks ago, of a
former colleague, Mr. John Paul
Clegg.

Mr. Clegg, who was 74, worked
for over 30 years as a jointer with
MANWEB and its predecessors
at Marsh Lane.

Our condolences go to his
widow,
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